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President’s Message 

Hi Everyone! 

 I hope everyone had an awesome summer.  As always, it went by far 

too quickly.  I personally had a very busy summer and it flew by way too 

quickly.   

 This year the annual NSH Symposium/Convention was held in the 

Washington DC area.  The actual location was in National Harbor, MD.  It 

was an excellent venue, only a cab ride away from downtown DC.  The hotel 

and conference center were all located under one roof at the Gaylord Nation-

al Resort and Convention Center along the Potomac River.  It was by far the 

best venue for the NSH that I have attended.  It was beautiful inside and out, 

it was convenient to the convention center, convenient to a lot of restaurants 

inside the resort and on the nearby streets, and the hotel room accommoda-

tions were excellent.  The Washington Redskins even stayed there and had 

meetings right next to our meeting rooms twice during our stay on Pre-

Season Football days!  It was a busy week with lots to do and acquaintances 

to catch up with.  I attended several President related meetings: The Region 

director / President’s Council and the First Timer’s Reception welcoming 

first time convention attendees on Friday evening, the Region IV meeting on 

Sunday afternoon, the General Membership meeting Tuesday afternoon, and 

the House of Delegates Wednesday night.   

 The banquet on Saturday night was a sell out with many deserving 

individuals who received awards.  Vicki Kalscheur, Laura Bliven and Steph-

anie Wirsbinski were our award winners from WI.  I  took several work-

shops that are relative to my Lab and made many connections in the Vendor 

Hall.  Next year will be election year for the NSH, so the Nominations and 

Elections Committee will be busy for the upcoming months.  Stephanie 

Wirsbinski is the Region IV representative on that committee, so if you are 

thinking about running for an NSH position, contact Stephanie.  I also sched-

uled some time for some sightseeing as I had never been to DC.  It was abso-

lutely amazing.  We saw all the monuments, the White House, Arlington 

Cemetery, etc..  The only time I did not have time for was any museums but 

I intend on going back so I will look forward to touring some then.   

In This Issue 

President’s Message     P.1 

Student Spotlight   P,4 

Delegate Report            P.5 

Delegate Report            P.8 

DC Photos                   P.10 

Advertiser Information 

   P.12 

WHS Board Contact Infor-

mation             P. 14 

 

 



2 

 I want to thank Stephanie Wirsbinski and Kathy Stoll for being the WI Delegates to the NSH House of 

Delegates.  It was a very interesting meeting and I feel privileged to hold a spot on the HOD.  It is always in-

teresting to see and be involved in the politics of an organization as large as ours.   

 Our next spring’s Tri-State meeting will be held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  It will be held at the Double 

Tree by Hilton, April 27-29, 2016.  The theme is “Show your true colors”, an election year red, white and blue 

theme, so show us your true patriotic colors and start planning.  

 We connected with some potential speakers at NSH and are welcoming abstracts, so if you are interest-

ed in speaking at our Tri-State meeting please contact one of our planning committee listed later on in this 

newsletter. 

 

Happy fall, 

Dawn Schneider, HT(ASCP) 

WHS President 
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         Student Spotlight 

Katherine J. Gorman, BS/HTL (ASCP), Histology Manager/Histology HT Program Director Marshfield Labs/St. Joseph’s 
Hospital/Marshfield Clinic 

 The Histotechnician Program at Marshfield Labs recently grad-
uated two students, Danielle DePeau and Kaylin Kleinhans. Both have 
passed their ASCP HTL certification and are now working in Green Bay, 
WI and Fayetteville, NC, respectively.  We wish them the best as they 
embark on their histology professions! 

 Three students began their adventure into the field of Histo-
technology at Marshfield Labs September 14, 2015:  Amy Roberts (UW-
Stevens Point), Danielle Hardy and Pearl Gaidelis (both Northern Michi-
gan University).  They will graduate August 2016.  We wish them many 
enlightening days in the year ahead! 

 

   

 

 

   

  

 

 

Recent graduates Danielle 

and Kaylin. 
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  I was lucky enough to be chosen as a Wisconsin State Delegate to attend the 41st annual National Society of Histotech-

nology Symposium/Convention in Washington DC.  This really is a good opportunity for anyone in the field of histology to attend. 

The venue was at a conference center right on the Potomac River.  There was much to see and do in and around the area.  

 The convention hosted 110 workshops.  I took a wet workshop in IHC on double staining.  We actually stained 2 slides 

during our allotted time in the hotel conference room.  This is a chance for anyone who does IHC in their lab and wants to learn 

more or refine what they already know.  Another class I took was how to job seek using social media.  Times have changed from 

searching “want ads “in the newspaper and mailing in a resume.  I took 2 classes on bone marrows and got to watch an actual 

procedure on how to obtain a bone marrow biopsy (it was a video of course).  I have cut hundreds of bone marrow biopsies, but 

never really new anything more about them.  

 There were 1098 attendees at this convention.  This is such a great learning opportunity and you get your continuing 

education credits as well for those who need them.  The annual convention is held at different locations all over the country.  

Fifty-two clinical and research posters were submitted.  There is an award for the best poster.  The convention also hosts “career 

day”.  NSH invites local high school students to attend a make shift histology lab complete with microtomes and embedding cen-

ter.  Here  the students get a first-hand look at histology.  This is all run by volunteers at the conference.  You can obtain 2 contin-

uing education credits while showing the students histology. 

  Another great venue for continuing education is the Wisconsin Histology Society.  Here too you can attend classes and 

workshops to obtain credit and to build your skills as histology professional.  If a smaller scale venue works better for you the 

state association meetings can fit your needs.  They offer classes and always have a vendor hall as well.  There you can talk to the 

vendors and see their new products.  This is also a good time to ask questions if you are having an issue in your lab, whether its 

equipment or staining, you have a room full of vendors to help you.  The next annual Tri-State meeting will be held in Iowa in 

May 2016.  

 Another benefit is SCHOLARSHIPS.  As we all know budgets keep getting smaller and smaller.  Both the national and 

state society’s’ offer scholarships to help offset 

the cost of attending a conference or meeting.  

This year I was the recipient of the Robert A. 

Clark Memorial Educational Scholarship.  This 

was awarded to me from the National Society 

of Histotechnology. The scholarship is $1000.00 

to use for educational purposes.   

 Joining a state or national organization 

is always a good idea.  They both have so much 

to offer.  Besides attending a convention there 

are so many opportunities for networking with 

other technicians.  With all the attendees you 

meet you can gain so much knowledge from 

others and what they do in their labs. 

Submitted by Stephanie Wirsbinski 

                      Second Timer Wisconsin State Delegate 
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Thank you WHS members for giving me the opportunity to serve as a delegate and represent Wisconsin.  This was 

the first NSH Symposium/Convention that I have been to.  If anyone were interested in attending a NSH convention, I would 

encourage you to become a delegate, especially if it would be your first time attending the national.   

As a delegate I was able to attend two keynote lectures, several classes, the Region IV meeting, the general mem-

bership meeting and the House of Delegates (HOD).  I went on a River Cruise courtesy of Newcomer Supply.  I was not able to 

attend the First Time Attendee Welcome Reception or the Awards Ceremony due to a scheduling conflict.  In addition to the 

delegate duties and classes I submitted a poster abstract and was a poster presenter.   

The lectures are open to all attendees.  I found both to be very interesting and relevant.  The first lecture was The 

Future of Healthcare presented by David Merritt.  Some of the things he spoke of were the reimbursement changes in 

healthcare and the Affordable Care Act impact.  The next second lecture I saw was Brilliant Blunders:  From Darwin to Ein-

stein presented by Mario Livio.  Dr. Livio spoke of major mistakes by scientific giants.  Both men were good speakers, enter-

taining and interesting. 

At the Region IV meeting I learned that many of the national award recipients were from Region IV.  It seems the 

region is doing a great job getting the awards information out and encouraging people to apply.  During the general meeting I 

found out that there are 3,058 NSH members.  The attendance  for the 2015 symposium was 1,093.  Most interesting for me 

was the HOD.  During the HOD parliamentary procedures are followed.  Prior to the meeting I had to sign in and get creden-

tialed.  At the meeting I had to sign in again.  The voting and speaking format is formal.  This does not mean that there is not 

spirited debate.  I am impressed with how well some of the members of NSH know their Robert’s Rules of Order.   

As a first time attendee, I would have liked to go to the welcome reception if I could have fit it in.   I have been told 

that it is a good way to meet others.  I wish that I had the foresight to schedule my classes differently to take advantage of 

the sight seeing opportunities in the area.  However I did get work done in my off time so it was a productive trip.  For me the 

vendor hall is almost too large.  It was great to be able to see all of the instrumentation, but for me personally the scope was 

bigger than I needed.  Admittedly I did not give much thought to what I wanted to see before I got there which I usually try to 

do prior to Tri-State.  One more 

thought about the vendor hall.  I 

did not want to pick up a lot of 

swag because my suitcase was 

small. If you are the kind of person 

who likes all the free stuff or needs 

to bring back items for your co-

workers or kids, there is plenty of 

it.  One last note about the NSH 

symposium/convention to share is 

incredible variety of classes that are 

offered.  If you need a specialty 

class or just want to learn some-

thing new, there is something that 

you will find.   

I encourage all of our WHS 

members to be NSH members as 

well.                                                

Submitted by Kathryn Stoll 

41st Annual Symposium / Convention aka My first Nationals 

                                                           Stephanie, Kathryn, Dawn, and Jean 
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Thanks to Dawn Schneider for the Symposium photos. 

 

 

 

Brenda, Dawn, 

Jean, Judy, and 

Jane outside the 

ballpark. 

 

 

 

 

Dawn, Vicki, and 

Jean at the Awards 

Banquet 
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President       Dawn Schneider      

   7045 Hwy 70 E 

   St. Germain, WI 54558 

   dawn.schneider@ministryhealth.org 

Immediate Past President Glen Dawson   

   315 S. Wisconsin Ave. 

   Janesville, WI 53545 

   ihcman2010@hotmail.com 

Vice president  Stephanie Wirsbinski 

                          swirsbin@mcw.edu 

Secretary  Kathryn Stoll   

   kstoll@mcw.edu      

Treasurer  Matt Galle    

   1718 Schlimgen Ave. 

   Madison, WI 53704 

   mgalle27@yahoo.com 

Webmaster Andy Fortune   

   834 Jupiter Drive 

   Madison, WI 53718 

   jfortune@meritor.com 

Newsletter Editor  

   Mark Sadowski 

   m_e_ski@yahoo.com 

Region IV Director Jean Mitchell 

   jamitch45@gmail.com       

          2014 /2015 WHS Board Member Contacts 
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                           Succeed as the Successor  

 As I will be phasing out of the histology business, I am looking for someone to take over as the In 

Focus editor.  I am hoping to find a successor to take over starting with the June 2016 issue.  If you are 

interested, please send an email to the address below.  I will contact you for more information on the du-

ties, workings, and privileges of the position. 

 

Mark Sadowski 

In Focus is a quarterly newsletter for members of the  

Wisconsin Histology Society. 

Please send any articles or comments to: 

Mark Sadowski, Editor 

m_e_ski@yahoo.com 


